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NEWARK — Tetanus is a disease not often thought of or worried 
about in the United States, but itʼs one that Kiwanis International, 
a worldwide service organization, is fighting.

A preventable disease, U.S. tetanus cases have declined 95 
percent and deaths have declined 99 percent since 1947, when 
the disease became reportable nationally.

Tetanus was the topic of discussion at Mondayʼs weekly meeting 
of the Newark Kiwanis Club at the Buckingham House in the Sixth 
Street Park.

The special guest for the event was Ann Updegraff Spleth, the 
chief operating officer for the Kiwanis International Foundation 
from Indiana. Spleth was born in Newark, although her family 
moved away when she was young. Her father was pastor at 
Central Christian when the new church was built on Mount Vernon 
Road.

Spleth gave a presentation on the Eliminate Project, an 
international effort started in 2011 to put an end to the 60,000 
deaths of newborns and some birth mothers as a result of 
tetanus.



In developing countries where mothers often give birth in 
unsanitary conditions, they can contract the bacteria, Clostridium 
tetani, from the soil, Spleth said. The bacteria enters the body 
through wounds and can cause an infection of the nervous 
system that eventually can kill baby and mother.

Tetanus is preventable using neonatal immunizations, Spleth said. 
Three immunizations are needed, costing a total of $1.80. Kiwanis 
has teamed up with UNICEF, which administers the 
immunizations.

There are 32 targeted countries, including Sierra Leone, on the 
western coast of Africa, which Spleth recently visited.

“By partnering with UNICEF, we are creating a network of health 
care that will sustain the population into the future,” Spleth said. 
“Kiwanis International is totally dedicated to eradicating this 
disease which steals our children, breaks our heart and is totally 
preventable.”

The goal of Kiwanis is to raise $110 million. All Kiwanis clubs will 
be raising funds for this project for five years with fundraisers and 
donations.

“We want to have the project completed by July, 2015, for that will 
be the 100th anniversary of Kiwanis,” Spleth said. “This will be our 
gift to the world.”

The Newark Kiwanis club made the commitment to contribute to 
the Eliminate Project as a “model club” member, which means 
they will donate the equivalent of $750 per member during the 
next five years.



Based on a membership of 74, that equals $55,500. On Monday, 
the club presented a check to Spleth for $2,400, for a total of 
$8,000 donated so far.

Club president Michael Harris said he is confident they will be 
able to raise and donate that much money, as they recently raised 
$40,000 over three years for the iodine deficiency project.

“We will have a number of fundraisers, such as annual 5K, 
restaurant promotions and such,” Harris said. “We donʼt want to 
cut back what we already do for Camp OʼBannon.”
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